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LAND BAT'TLE

Church threatens to sue Govt if meeting not held

By Antoinette Connell
antoinetteconnell@nationfiews.com

In a conflict as old as biblical times, land is at the
heart of a dispute involving two denominations
and this time the Government has been atcused of
operating in bad faith.

The land at the centre of the controversy is the
Welch Village Junior property in St John which,
on Tuesday in the House of Assembly, was the
focus of a resolution to approve its sale to the
Wesleyan Church.

However, the Barbados Diocesan Trustees (BDT)
is saying it is not the state’s own to sell and has
threatened legal action if a meeting requested
since June is not held.

Chairman of the board of trustees, Adrian Elcock,
confirmed that its lawyer had sent a letter to the
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Housing
since May 9 and there had been a response on
May 16 but an email sent on June 4 requested a
meeting with the ministry that had not taken place.

“We are not anxious to get into legal battles, but ) :
we have to protect the rights of our land and the l\l l{ B] 4 () ( ) l)
rights of our church. So, if a meaningful compromise ADTQ
cannot be met, then we will have to take whatever () l l b
action we’ve been advised that we’re entitled to ~ gy :
take,” Elcock said when contacted yesterday. l‘ () l{ k l l{ c\ I L
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